Chapter IX
PRINCIPLES OF CHILDREN'S ART
THE AESTHETIC VIEWPOINT OF CHELD AXD OP ADULT
E layman, when judging the drawing of a child, is able to
make an approach to the expression of the child only from the
viewpoint of an adult. Seeing the uncoordinated lines of the young
child; he sees no sense at all in this representation^ perhaps a mere
play of movement, because if the adult wishes to express something,
he uses certain forms and figures derived from his perception. He
does not put the question whether the perceptions of the child are
perhaps organized differently from those of the adult. If the child
is already in that stage where his inner images correspond to Ms
outer perceptions, the adult judges them according to aesthetic or
intellectual principles. The picture has for him a higher value if the
objects represented correspond closely to their appearance in reality;
if the picture is organized following a principle of balance; if the
representation corresponds to the content which it aims to represent;
and if colors are used in harmony. This is the viewpoint of the
adult, but it is not necessarily that of the child.
Besides a realistic approach in graphic expression, there exists a
symbolic approach wMch has only the aim of evoking certain asso-
ciations about particular objects. Even the adult artist generally
draws a figure that is not as realistic as a photograph, but te is
satisfied if the figure evokes certain associations in the spectator.
The same holds true for the child, only his associations are <Jiffere0t
from those of tihe adult.
For the adult the sense of balance also is closely ccmnected with
Ms experiences of the optical reality, while for the child it is
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